Aminoacidopathies in Andhra Pradesh; report of a screening programme.
A systematic and selective screening programme to detect disorders of amino acid metabolism was undertaken to gain insight into the incidence and prevalence of such disorders in the southern part of India. This region was selected due to the high incidence of consanguineous marriages. No earlier data were available. We based our study on mentally retarded children. We have attempted dietary therapy in two patients with phenylketonuria; the biochemical response in both cases was satisfactory. The highlight of this survey was the detection of a new metabolic defect, threoninaemia.